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Teacher’s Information Pack

Welcome to Myartspace, a groundbreaking new service which partners schools with museums and galleries.  Using mobile phones, the service will help to bring paintings, sculptures, historical objects and architecture to life. (The phones will be provided for the pupils during your museum/gallery visit.)

This pack includes all the information you need for you to be able to develop term-long projects, or to use Myartspace for a one-off museum or gallery visit. Lesson plans for pre- and post-visit activity are included with a wide range of suggestions for uses in different subjects and at differing Key Stages. 

By using mobile phones as collecting tools, pupils can be prompted in stages to analyse their initial ideas, and to find out more about the objects they collect, in increasing amounts of depth. Collections can be themed to explore particular topics and some suggestions have been included throughout this pack.

Myartspace enables pupils to act as artists, curators, critics, detectives or editors based on the selection of items, objects and images. It will also help to reveal how and why these are grouped together by the pupils and what they bring to their analysis from their own knowledge, research and understanding of the wider subject.

Myartspace will appeal to pupils and teachers at Key Stages 2 and 3, as well as families, friends and colleagues. Especially for those working with art, design, history and citizenship. There are also links to English and ICT. The service has been devised in consultation with practising art, design, history and ICT teachers at every stage – so it’s current and relevant.

Activities and resources are designed to link to the national curriculum and QCA schemes of work.  They’re also designed to offer inspiration and learning above and beyond these, so pupils are encouraged to learn in individual ways that suit their needs and abilities, within the topics you select.

We will keep you informed of other associated free resources such as CPD/Inset sessions; consultations; launches; and a shared forum where you can discuss Myartspace with other teachers across the country and more.

If you prefer a large text version of this pack please contact your partner venue:

D-Day Museum

Christopher Spendlove, Visitor Services Officer 

023 9282 7261 or christopher.spendlove@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

The Study Gallery

Sandy Wilderspin, Education Co-ordinator 

01202 205200 or sandy-education@thestudygallery.org

Urbis

Maria Salvatierra, Education Marketing Co-ordinator

0161 605 8205 or learning@urbis.org.uk 
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Use of Images

Myartspace recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people participating in our events. As part of our commitment to this we will not permit photographs, video or other images of young people to be taken or used without the consent of their parents/carers. 

Within the service, Myartspace allows pupils to take pictures and requests that they be uploaded to a website. 

1. Please ask parents or carers of the pupils taking part in Myartspace to return to you the permission slip included, before the collection of any images commences. (You could tie this in with any permission forms you need to send home regarding the museum or gallery visit.)
2. Please also send the second form included back to your museum or gallery to confirm the details of the permissions given.

We also suggest that you remind pupils about safe and respectful behaviour regarding the use of the Internet and mobile phones at the start of the project or visit. This is one example of how Myartspace can be used to show the ways in which ICT learning and technologies can be applied in real life, so you could tie this into ICT work.

Copyright

Another real life application you can include in an ICT related lesson, is the discussion on using someone else’s work in research. Copyright can apply to both visual images – photographs, paintings, designs etc – and audio recordings like music, sound effects and so on. Where possible, Myartspace will avoid uploading copyright protected work to the public website. 

The most likely use of this would be where pupils have copied and pasted an image or sound clip from the Internet into a collection they’re assembling for Myartspace.

If pupils find an image or sound clip from the Internet or other sources, we may not be able to include it on the website because we don’t have legal copyright permission from the owner of the work.

However, this can be turned into another art, English or ICT related activity by encouraging pupils to include a hyperlink to that website/image/sound in their collection instead. You can also encourage them to recreate their own version of the work they have chosen through drawing, recording, descriptions and so on. 

We are keen to encourage pupils to use Myartspace as a scrapbook for all forms of research related to their project, and to also utilise objects available within the Myartspace website and myriad of other sources. We would be delighted if they are able to find imaginative ways to translate other sources of information and findings into a collection by coming up with innovative solutions to copyright related work.

Myartspace photography consent slip for parents/carers

Myartspace is a project that partners pupils with museum and galleries, using mobile phones (which we provide for temporary use) and the Internet. These are provided as tools to collect objects and images that relate to a topic they are researching. The partners are Urbis in Manchester, The Study Gallery in Poole, and D-Day Museum in Portsmouth. Your child will visit one of these, and develop work at school linked to their visit.

Myartspace recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people participating in our events. As part of our commitment to the safety of young people we will not permit photographs, video or other images of them to be taken or used without the consent of their parents/carers. Pupils may take pictures which include themselves or other pupils, and after a process of approval by teachers, some of these may be uploaded to the Myartspace website (www.myartspace.org.uk).

We also like to promote, document and evaluate our activities and we feel that one of the best ways to do this is to use photographs of people participating in our events. These photographs give a good example of how enjoyable and useful Myartspace is, and will hopefully encourage more people to join in.

We will take all steps necessary to ensure that these images are used solely for the purposes they are intended, which is the use of Myartspace as a learning tool and the promotion, documentation and evaluation of the activities.  

We will not use photographs of your child for longer than stated without asking for your permission. In this case we might use the images up until the end of 2008, the end of the project’s early development stage. 

Please let us know whether we may or may not include images showing your child for the purposes given above. If your child is under a court order, we are not legally entitled to take or use images of him or her. In this instance please circle the do not give consent option.
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I do/do not give my consent for images of my child to be used as outlined above. 

Please ask your child if they are happy to be included in this way too.

My child is/is not happy to have their image used as outlined above.

Name of parent/carer (please print)
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Signature of parent/carer


Signature of pupil





Date

Please return this form to your child’s teacher. Thank you.

Myartspace photography consent slip for teachers

Myartspace recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people participating in our events. As part of our commitment to this we will not permit photographs, video or other images of them to be taken or used without the consent of their parents/carers. 

Myartspace works with museums and galleries allowing your child to make study collections using mobile phones (which we provide) and the Internet. 

Pupils may take pictures which include themselves or other pupils, and after a process of approval by teachers, some of these may be uploaded to the Myartspace website (www.myartspace.org.uk).

We also like to promote, document and evaluate our activities and we feel that one of the best ways to do this is to use photographs of people participating in our events. These photographs give a good example of how enjoyable and useful Myartspace is, and will hopefully encourage more people to join in.

We will take all steps necessary to ensure these images are used solely for the purposes they are intended, which is the use of Myartspace as a learning tool and the promotion, documentation and evaluation of the activities.  

We will not use photographs of pupils for longer than stated without asking for your permission. In this case we might use the images up until the end of 2008, the end of the project’s early development stage. 

Teacher’s name



    School name  

Please tick: I confirm that I have received a photography consent slip from the parent or carer of all pupils taking part in a Myartspace project and/or visit. 


Please tick: The consent slips will be stored by the school and may be accessed by Myartspace staff, or staff at the gallery or museum the school works with on this project, at anytime upon request. 

Please print clearly the pupils who we have been given permission to use images of:

Please print clearly the pupils who we have not been given permission to use images of:

Teacher’s signature







Date

Please return this form to your museum/gallery. Thank you. 

Getting the most out of Myartspace
To make the most of the service, we encourage you to use Myartspace over a whole term or project. You can tie it in with research methods, provide a context for the museum or gallery visit, and use the work that pupils create on Myartspace as a piece of work for assessment.

Myartspace can be used as a one-off visit to the museum or gallery if you prefer, but pupils must be registered before arriving.

As Myartspace develops, further resources will be added to the website for teachers to use and adapt such as helping to deal with queries or problems regarding the service or discussing your ideas and experience of Myartspace with other teachers. Please check back on www.myartspace.org.uk periodically to find out what’s new for you to download.

Special offers from the museums and galleries involved can also be incorporated into your project, such as competitions, follow-up work with practising artists, arranging in-school visits from community experts, or a loan box for you to work with. The offers vary between each venue and further details are provided in the lesson plans.

Assuming you will want to carry out pre-visit and follow-up work, the process looks something like this (though will vary from school to school). 

1. Introduction and pre-visit

· You book a visit with a Myartspace partner museum or gallery and receive registration details. See full registration details below.
· You select the relevant lesson plan for your chosen visit, year group or subject, and decide which (if any) of the suggested activities the class will follow. Or you can devise other activities around collecting and your topic.
· You introduce a chosen topic for research to the class.
· You register the class and pupils on Myartspace.
· If relevant, the class can be divided into small teams for the research stages, museum/gallery visit, and follow-up stages. However all pupils should be encouraged to make their own individual contributions within each team.
· Pre-visit lesson plans are used to familiarise pupils with Myartspace and your chosen topic.
· Pupils are encouraged to explore Myartspace and start making collections of their own work, and research from external sources. Some sample items and collections are available online for pupils to see.
· Pupils are encouraged to use all their senses in collecting and to be imaginative and innovative about how they use Myartspace to store information.
· You talk to the class about the museum or gallery they will be visiting, reminding them how it fits in with their topic, clarifying what pupils should be looking for and thinking about.
· If relevant, you will prepare for the visit by selecting which questions from the visit lesson plans pupils should be answering and by dividing the group into small teams.
2. Visit to museum or gallery

· Groups are welcomed at the museum/gallery, handed their mobile phones, introduced to the tour or the workshop taking place and then expected to follow the relevant ‘visit’ lesson plan. At this stage all the items stored online in Myartspace become available for pupils to collect.
· Groups gather at the museum or gallery PC, throughout or at the end of the visit, to look at Myartspace, discuss and review some of the collections made so far, share ideas, suggestions, similarities and differences. 
· Pupils are given a special Myartspace badge which entitles them to special offers at the museum or gallery in the future.
3. Post-visit and follow up activity

· Back at school pupils revisit their collections, editing, building, developing and formatting them to fulfil the topic research brief as best they can. Here they begin to create an online gallery of their work. Extra items can be added and less relevant items deleted. The full range of the Myartspace storeroom, containing all museum/gallery items for collection is now available. 
· Pupils can review each other’s work and suggest ways to improve collections. Any project work attached to Myartspace is finalised and can be documented by including images, descriptions, sound bites and so on, about it in the pupil’s collection.
· Pupils decide they are happy with their gallery and submit it to you for publishing (and possibly assessment).
· You approve the gallery or suggests changes. Approved galleries can also be featured by you on the Myartspace website for the public to see.
· Pupils should be encouraged to use and talk about Myartspace with friends and family, and revisit the museum/gallery at a later date to create another collection of their own or to demonstrate what they know about the exhibitions at that venue.
Registering for Myartspace

You will first need to register your class to use Myartspace. To do this, call The Study Gallery to book your visit. They will give you a registration username and password, which will also be emailed to you, for the website at www.myartspace.org.uk. Use these details to sign in where prompted.

You will then need to create your class and create a visit.

Create your class by selecting the class year group and creating a unique class name (each class must have a different unique name). Then enter each of the pupils’ first names and surnames on the web page. This will automatically create a username and password for each pupil in your class. You can then print this listing out and use it to inform each pupil of their details so that they can sign in to use Myartspace. Please take the printed list with you when you make your visit.

Create your visit by selecting the class you have just made from the drop down list. Then select the venue that you’ll be visiting, the visit subject and enter the date of your visit on the web page. Finally, write your reason for the visit remembering that this will be seen by the class when they sign in to Myartspace.

Each pupil will need to know their username and password to use the service. 

You can use this opportunity to discuss safe online behaviour with all pupils, by ensuring they know why they should not give their username and password details to anyone else. As well as online safety, this will also protect them from anyone else being able to access and tamper with their work or change their collections.

Please register your pupils before they visit the museum or gallery.

Using Myartspace Lesson Plans

Additional information relating to each specific plan can be found on later pages where relevant, but here are some guidelines about how to make the most of Myartspace lesson plans. 

Familiarisation
Activities are optional and have been designed to complement your visit to the museum/gallery, as well as familiarise you and your class with the potential of Myartspace.

We hope you will choose to feed the ideas and Myartspace into an ongoing topic or project. However if your visit is a stand-alone activity, using some of the ideas a week or two before your visit should ensure your pupils are focused and aware of the purpose of their visit.

Learning styles and differentiation
Research

· Support pupils in using all their senses through discussion and activity; include descriptions of not only sights, but also about possible sounds, smells and textures.

· The phone and website can become alternative sketchbooks - encourage pupils to note descriptions of not only sights, but also about possible sounds. Encourage groups to be creative in their collecting, adding descriptions and recorded readings of written articles such as letters and diaries into their handset.

· Suggest pupils choose their own way to collect; for example using boxes, sketchbooks, recordings, collage, multi-media, creative writing and descriptions. These can be built up alongside the online collections to enable pupils to compare and contrast different research methodologies.

· Stimulate groups to be creative in their collecting, with objects, songs, poems, postcards, photographs, stories from relatives, pictures, fabric samples, food packaging etc.

· Independent and guided research can be carried out in a number of ways; by talking to people, further reading, collection of images, etc.

Working

· Vary learning styles and enable differentiation by creating opportunities for pupils to work individually, in small groups and in whole class activity and discussions.

· Pupils can work in mixed ability groups.

· Objects and images act as visual resources and discussion stimulus.

· Kinaesthetic learners can enjoy interacting with the mobile handsets, they can enjoy the opportunity to respond to something by taking an image, by computer work, and by moving around the classroom exploring and responding to other pupils’ work.

· Encourage pupils to interact and get excited about using the service, by suggesting they ask another pupil for help if they get stuck, both in school and during their museum or gallery visit.
· Alternatively use the help screens online and on the mobile phones to support pupils who need additional guidance.
· Use discussion as a way of exploring ideas and concepts, and verbalise or write down prompt questions for pupils to consider.
· Pupils working at lower levels may wish to record their ideas using the key words of related images.

· Learners working at higher levels and/or with greater understanding of the topic may wish to write a small  ‘report’, or add more extensive notes to their collection as a response.

Practical tips

· Alongside the information provided about each object collected, further information is often available in the museum and gallery displays. Pupils can extract from this and annotate their collection.
· Although pupils can only ‘collect’ objects that have been tagged as part of the service, they can make sketches, take sound recordings and write annotations of any other item they see along the way during their museum/gallery visit. They may also be able to take pictures but please check with museum/gallery staff as copyright can sometimes prevent this.

· Groups can reconvene for short group sharing time throughout the visit, then either swap over and move into a different area of the gallery/tour, or go back and look at those areas in more depth perhaps with a different set of questions (please ensure there are enough supervising adults to be able to divide the group in this way). 

· Remember that anything pupils create can become an online exhibit by adding a picture of it to Myartspace. 

Assessing Pupils’ Progress

All lesson plans, ideas, tours, workshops and teacher events are designed to link to, and add value above and beyond, the national curriculum and QCA schemes of work. You can therefore use the service to assess the different ways in which pupils are reaching expectations and progressing. A few suggestions of how this can be done are provided below.

· There is the obvious assessment opportunity provided by the production of a virtual collection.

· Evidence of any learning can be determined through written website contributions, images and sound chosen by pupils.

· If pupils can reach conclusions, with no adult assistance, then they are beginning to select and combine information from different sources to answer questions about your topic.  They are also showing factual knowledge.

· The discussion points provided and the way that the pupils work together in their groups allows for informal assessment, in a verbal form.

· There are also lots of opportunities to show whether pupils are able to make comparisons (understand change) with different historical or cultural events, people, places, conditions, periods, styles and so on.

· By outcome – discussion and exploration, ideas generated by pupils.

· Written responses/reports or final pieces of artwork, displays or folios by pupils that demonstrate what they have learned from their research, or what they have learned about the subject from an object or image.

· Production of a completed gallery ready for publication (formative and summative if part of this work is included as homework).

· Encourage pupils to think about and collect different types of sources, and make comments and judgements about their value as a source of information for you to observe and assess verbally and in writing.
Part Two
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