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VENUE: 


The Study Gallery, Poole

KEY STAGE: 

2 (Ages 10 and 11)

PHASE: 


Pre-visit

SUBJECT AREAS: 
Art & Design/Design & Technology (with links to ICT and English)

NC/QCA Links: 

See table 

Key Learning Goals

· Register and become familiar with Myartspace resource

· To explore why and how collections and exhibitions are created

· To use digital technology as a research tool 

· Explore the role of art and artists in contemporary culture

Introduction
Start by registering yourself and your class on the Myartspace web site www.myartspace.org.uk. See the teacher’s pack info for further details. Remember to make a note of everyone’s usernames and passwords.

Classes are encouraged to work in small groups of 4/5 and you may want to divide them into these groups for pre-visit activities.

Key Activities
1. Getting to know Myartspace

Find out more about Myartspace by searching the Internet and logging onto www.myartspace.org.uk to explore the sample galleries. 

· What kind of objects and artworks have been collected? 

· What do you find interesting about the artworks they have chosen?

· How old do you think the people are who have made these collections in Myartspace?

· How do you think the objects or artworks are connected (e.g. are they themed by colour, shape, date, artist etc)?

· Do the collections tell a story?

· How would you edit their selection to make your own collection?

Pupils can start to make their own online collections before the visit. They can scan or photograph their own artwork, pages from sketchbooks, upload poems or stories, add links to websites that they’re interested in etc. Some sample items are also available for collection at this stage. 

2. What is an art gallery?

To get the most from your visit to The Study Gallery, students should have had an opportunity to think about and discuss where they’re visiting, why they’re visiting it and what to expect. 

Ask students to describe museums or galleries that they have visited in the past? Where were they, what do they remember about it? What sorts of objects did they see?

· What kind of art would you expect to see at an art gallery?

Discuss the other kinds of places students may have seen art displayed.

· Why is art displayed in an art gallery?

· How important is it to see real works of art in person? 

· What are the differences between real works of art and reproductions e.g. on the web, in a book etc?

Ask students to look up The Study Gallery website www.thestudygallery.org and find out more information about the gallery’s collection and exhibitions. Use the Internet to find out more information about some of the artists that The Study Gallery exhibit. 

3. Who and what is art for?

Initiate a whole group discussion exploring this idea.  Divide the class into small groups and ask each group to produce a mind map that explores one of the following ideas:
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Word prompts students may find useful:

Expression, emotion, design, media, advertising, architecture, town planning, beauty, mood, environment, history, questioning, challenging, social comment, archive

4. Why do people collect?

Nearly everyone has collected something in their lives – family photos, souvenirs, heirlooms, toys, game cards, badges, even shoes. Sometimes we display these items in our homes on shelves, mantelpieces or in cabinets.

· Ask students if they have collections at home – why did they decide to collect this particular object?

Encourage students to think of and list all the reasons why they think people start collections. Are there other influences that determine what we choose to collect?

Explore the idea of different types of value – monetary, historical, scientific, and emotional

· Why do some people give their collections to galleries or museums?

You could initiate a class collection of objects. For example, ask everyone to bring in an item from home, suggest your class creates specific criteria for the collection such as:

· An item that has special significance 

· Objects that are a particular colour

· Objects made of a particular material

· Something found on the journey to school 

Discuss the best way of caring for the objects;

· Will you display all the objects at once or have a changing display? How will you decide what should be displayed?

· What happens to the objects that are not on display, how should they be cared for?

· Do the objects need to be labeled or tagged?

· How will you keep track of the objects you have on display and in store?

· Do you need to provide additional information about the objects or the person that donated it?

· Should the display just be for your class or should other people be able to see your collection too?

· How will you tell other people about your collection and when they can come and see it?

· What is the best way to inform people about your collection; by poster, by word of mouth, a special event?

Teacher’s Notes

All activities are optional and are designed to complement your visit to The Study Gallery.

Many of these ideas can be used to feed into ongoing topics or projects. If you plan to use your visit to The Study Gallery as a stand alone activity, using some of the ideas in this lesson plan a week or two before your visit should ensure your pupils are focused and aware of the purpose of their visit.
All the education staff at The Study Gallery are arts trained. If you would like to follow up your visit to the gallery and develop some of the ideas explored in your visit, The Study Gallery can arrange for one of our education team to visit your school and develop ideas, art skills etc.

If you wish to arrange a pre-visit or have any queries about the visit or Myartspace please contact:

Sandy Wilderspin, Education Coordinator

The Study Gallery

North Rd

Poole

BH14 0LS

01202 205200

sandy-education@thestudygallery.org
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Who is art for?





What is art for?





Why do artists make art?
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