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Myartspace

Teacher’s Information Pack

Welcome to Myartspace, a groundbreaking new service which partners schools with museums and galleries.  Using mobile phones, the service will help to bring paintings, sculptures, historical objects and architecture to life. (The phones will be provided for the pupils during your museum/gallery visit.)

This pack includes all the information you need to be able to develop term-long projects, or use Myartspace for a one-off museum or gallery visit. Lesson plans for pre- and post-visit activity are included with a wide range of suggestions for uses in different subjects and at differing Key Stages. 

By using mobile phones as collecting tools, pupils can be prompted in stages to analyse their initial ideas, and find out more about the objects they collect, in increasing amounts of depth. Collections can be themed to explore particular topics and some suggestions have been included throughout this pack.

Myartspace enables pupils to act as artists, curators, critics, detectives or editors based on the selection of items, objects and images. It will also help reveal how and why these are grouped together by the pupils and what they bring to their analysis from their own knowledge, research and understanding of the wider subject.

Myartspace will appeal to pupils and teachers at Key Stages 2 and 3, as well as families, friends and colleagues. Especially for those working with art, design, history and citizenship. There are also links to English and ICT. The service has been devised in consultation with practicing art, design, history and ICT teachers at every stage – so it’s current and relevant.

Activities and resources are designed to link to the national curriculum and QCA schemes of work.  They’re also designed to offer inspiration and learning above and beyond these, so pupils are encouraged to learn in individual ways that suit their needs and abilities, within the topics you select.

We will keep you informed of other associated free resources such as CPD/Inset sessions; consultations; launches; and a shared forum where you can discuss Myartspace with other teachers across the country and more.

If you prefer a large text version of this pack please contact your partner venue:

D-Day Museum

Christopher Spendlove, Visitor Services Officer 

023 9282 7261 or christopher.spendlove@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

The Study Gallery

Sandy Wilderspin, Education Co-ordinator 

01202 205200 or sandy-education@thestudygallery.org

Urbis

Maria Salvatierra, Education Marketing Co-ordinator

0161 605 8205 or learning@urbis.org.uk
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Use of Images

Myartspace recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people participating in our events. As part of our commitment to this we will not permit photographs, video or other images of young people to be taken or used without the consent of their parents/carers. 

Within the service, Myartspace allows pupils to take pictures and request that they be uploaded to a website. 

1. Please ask parents or carers of the pupils taking part in Myartspace to return to you the permission slip included, before the collection of any images commences. (You could tie this in with any permission forms you need to send home regarding museum or gallery visit.)
2. Please also send the second form included back to your museum or gallery to confirm the details of the permissions given.

We also suggest that you remind pupils about safe and respectful behaviour regarding the use of the Internet and mobile phones at the start of the project or visit. This is one example of how Myartspace can be used to show the ways in which ICT learning and technologies can be applied in real life, so you could tie this into ICT work.

Copyright

Another real life application you can include in an ICT related lesson, is the discussion of using someone else’s work in research. Copyright can apply to both visual images – photographs, paintings, designs etc – and audio recordings like music, sound effects and so on. Where possible, Myartspace will avoid uploading copyright protected work to the public website. 

The most likely use of this would be where pupils have copied and pasted an image or sound clip from the Internet into a collection they’re assembling for Myartspace.

If pupils find an image or sound clip from the Internet or other sources, we may not be able to include it on the website because we don’t have legal copyright permission from the owner of the work.

However, this can be turned into another art, English or ICT related activity by encouraging pupils to include a hyperlink to that website/image/sound in their collection instead. You can also encourage them to recreate their own version of the work they have chosen through drawing, recording, descriptions and so on. 

We are keen to encourage pupils to use Myartspace as a scrapbook for all forms of research related to their project, and to also utilise objects available within the Myartspace website and myriad of other sources. We would be delighted if they are able to find imaginative ways to translate other sources of information and findings into a collection by coming up with innovative solutions to copyright related work.

Myartspace photography consent slip for parents/carers

Myartspace is a project that partners pupils with museum and galleries, using mobile phones (which we provide for temporary use) and the Internet. These are provided as tools to collect objects and images that relate to a topic they are researching. The partners are Urbis in Manchester, The Study Gallery in Poole, and D-Day Museum in Portsmouth. Your child will visit one of these, and develop work at school linked to their visit.

Myartspace recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people participating in our events. As part of our commitment to the safety of young people we will not permit photographs, video or other images of them to be taken or used without the consent of their parents/carers. Pupils may take pictures which include themselves or other pupils, and after a process of approval by teachers, some of these may be uploaded to the Myartspace website (www.myartspace.org.uk).

We also like to promote, document and evaluate our activities, and we feel one of the best ways to do this is to use photographs of people participating in our events. These photographs give a good example of how enjoyable and useful Myartspace is, and will hopefully encourage more people to join in.

We will take all steps necessary to ensure that these images are used solely for the purposes they are intended, which is the use of Myartspace as a learning tool and the promotion, documentation and evaluation of the activities.  

We will not use photographs of your child for longer than stated without asking for your permission. In this case we might use the images up until the end of 2008, the end of the project’s early development stage. 

Please let us know whether we may or may not include images showing your child for the purposes given above. If your child is under a court order, we are not legally entitled to take or use images of him or her. In this instance please circle the do not give consent option.
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I do/do not give my consent for images of my child to be used as outlined above. 

Please ask your child if they are happy to be included in this way too.

My child is/is not happy to have their image used as outlined above.

Name of parent/carer (please print)
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Signature of parent/carer
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Signature of pupil





Date

Please return this form to your child’s teacher. Thank you.

Myartspace photography consent slip for teachers

Myartspace recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people participating in our events. As part of our commitment to this we will not permit photographs, video or other images of them to be taken or used without the consent of their parents/carers. 

Myartspace works with museums and galleries allowing your child to make study collections using mobile phones (which we provide) and the Internet. 

Pupils may take pictures which include themselves or other pupils, and after a process of approval by teachers, some of these may be uploaded to the Myartspace website (www.myartspace.org.uk).

We also like to promote, document and evaluate our activities and we feel one of the best ways to do this is to use photographs of people participating in our events. These photographs give a good example of how enjoyable and useful Myartspace is, and will hopefully encourage more people to join in.

We will take all steps necessary to ensure these images are used solely for the purposes they are intended, which is the use of Myartspace as a learning tool and the promotion, documentation and evaluation of the activities.  

We will not use photographs of pupils for longer than stated without asking for your permission. In this case we might use the images up until the end of 2008, the end of the project’s early development stage. 

Teacher’s name



    School name  

Please tick: I confirm that I have received a photography consent slip from the parent or carer of all pupils taking part in a Myartspace project and/or visit. 


Please tick: The consent slips will be stored by the school and may be accessed by Myartspace staff, or staff at the gallery or museum your school works with on this project, at anytime upon request. 

Please print clearly the pupils who we have been given permission to use images of:

Please print clearly the pupils who we have not been given permission to use images of:

Teacher’s signature







Date

Please return this form to your museum/gallery. Thank you. 

Getting the most out of Myartspace
To make the most of the service, we encourage you to use Myartspace over a whole term or project. You can tie it in with research methods, provide a context for the museum or gallery visit, and use the work pupils create on Myartspace as a piece of work for assessment.

Myartspace can be used as a one-off visit to the museum or gallery if you prefer, but pupils must be registered before arriving.

As Myartspace develops, further resources will be added to the website for teachers to use and adapt such as helping to deal with queries or problems regarding the service, or discussing your ideas and experience of Myartspace with other teachers. Please check back on www.myartspace.org.uk periodically to find out what’s new for you to download.

Special offers from the museums and galleries involved can also be incorporated into your project such as competitions, follow-up work with practising artists, arranging in-school visits from community experts, or a loan box for you to work with. The offers vary between each venue and further details are provided in the lesson plans.

Assuming you will want to carry out pre-visit and follow-up work, the process looks something like this (though will vary from school to school). 

1. Introduction and pre-visit

· You book a visit with a Myartspace partner museum or gallery and receive registration details. See full registration details below.
· You select the relevant lesson plan for your chosen visit, year group or subject, and decide which (if any) of the suggested activities the class will follow. Or you can devise other activities around collecting and your topic.
· You introduce a chosen topic for research to the class.
· You register your class and pupils on Myartspace.
· If relevant, your class can be divided into small teams for the research stages, museum/gallery visit, and follow-up stages. However all pupils should be encouraged to make their own individual contributions within each team.
· Pre-visit lesson plans are used to familiarise pupils with Myartspace and your chosen topic.
· Pupils are encouraged to explore Myartspace and start making collections of their own work, and research from external sources. Some sample items and collections are available online for pupils to see.
· Pupils are encouraged to use all their senses in collecting and be imaginative and innovative about how they use Myartspace to store information.
· You talk to the class about the museum or gallery they will be visiting, reminding them about how it fits in with their topic, clarifying what pupils should be looking for and thinking about.
· If relevant, you will prepare for the visit by selecting which questions from the visit lesson plans pupils should be answering and dividing the group into small teams.
2. Visit to museum or gallery

· Groups are welcomed at the museum/gallery, handed the mobile phones, introduced to the tour or the workshop taking place and are then expected to follow the relevant ‘visit’ lesson plan. At this stage all the items stored online in Myartspace become available for pupils to collect.
· Groups gather at the museum or gallery PC, throughout or at the end of the visit, to look at Myartspace, discuss and review some of the collections made so far, share ideas, suggestions, similarities and differences. 
· Pupils are given a special Myartspace badge that entitles them to special offers at the museum or gallery in the future.
3. Post-visit and follow up activity

· Back at school pupils revisit their collections, editing, building, developing and formatting them to fulfil the topic research brief as best they can. Here they begin to create an online gallery of their work. Extra items can be added and less relevant items deleted. The full range of the Myartspace storeroom, containing all museum/gallery items for collection is now available. 
· Pupils can review each other’s work and suggest ways to improve collections. Any project work attached to Myartspace is finalised, and can be documented by including images, descriptions, sound bites and so on, about it in the pupil’s collection.
· Pupils decide they are happy with the collection and submit it to the teacher for publishing (and possibly assessment).
· You approve the gallery or suggest changes. Approved galleries can also be featured by you on the Myartspace website for the public to see.
· Pupils should be encouraged to use and talk about Myartspace with friends and family, and revisit the museum/gallery at a later date to create another collection of their own or demonstrate what they know about the exhibitions at that venue.
Registering for Myartspace

You will first need to register your class to use Myartspace. To do this, call D-Day Museum to book your visit. They will give you a registration username and password, which will also be emailed to you, for the website at www.myartspace.org.uk.  Use these details to sign in where prompted.

You will then need to create your class and create a visit.

Create your class by selecting the class year group and creating a unique class name (each class must have a different unique name). Then enter each of the pupils’ first names and surnames on the web page. This will automatically create a username and password for each pupil in your class. You can then print this listing out and use it to inform each pupil of their details so that they can sign in to use Myartspace. Please take the printed list with you when you make your visit.

Create your visit by selecting the class you have just made from the drop down list. Then select the venue that you’ll be visiting, the visit subject and enter the date of your visit on the web page. Finally, write your reason for the visit, remembering that this will be seen by the pupils when they sign in to Myartspace.

Each pupil will need to know their username and password to use the service. 

You can use this opportunity to discuss safe online behaviour with all pupils, by ensuring they know why they should not give their username and password details to anyone else. As well as online safety, this will also protect them from anyone else being able to access and tamper with their work or change their collections.

Please register your pupils before they visit the museum or gallery.

Using Myartspace Lesson Plans

Additional information relating to each specific plan can be found on later pages where relevant, but here are some guidelines about how to make the most of Myartspace lesson plans. 

Familiarisation
Activities are optional and have been designed to complement your visit to the museum/gallery, as well as familiarise you and your class with the potential of Myartspace.

We hope you will choose to feed the ideas and Myartspace into an ongoing topic or project. However if your visit is a stand-alone activity, using some of the ideas a week or two before your visit should ensure your pupils are focused and aware of the purpose of their visit.

Learning styles and differentiation
Research

· Support pupils in using all their senses through discussion and activity; include descriptions of not only sights, but also possible about sounds, smells and textures.

· The phone and website can become alternative sketchbooks; encourage pupils to note descriptions of not only sights, but also about possible sounds. Encourage groups to be creative in their collecting, adding descriptions and recording readings of written articles such as letters and diaries into their handset.

· Suggest pupils choose their own way to collect; for example using boxes, sketchbooks, recordings, collage, multi-media, creative writing and descriptions. These can be built up alongside the online collections to enable pupils to compare and contrast different research methodologies.

· Stimulate groups to be creative in their collecting, with objects, songs, poems, postcards, photographs, stories from relatives, pictures, fabric samples, food packaging etc.

· Independent and guided research can be carried out in a number of ways, by talking to people, further reading, collection of images, etc.

Working

· Vary learning styles and enable differentiation by creating opportunities for pupils to work individually, in small groups and in whole class activity and discussions.

· Pupils can work in mixed ability groups.

· Objects and images act as visual resources and discussion stimulus.

· Kinaesthetic learners can enjoy interacting with the mobile handsets, they can enjoy the opportunity to respond to something by taking an image, by computer work, and by moving around the classroom exploring and responding to other pupils’ work.

· Encourage pupils to interact and get excited about using the service, by suggesting they ask another pupil for help if they get stuck, both in school and during their museum or gallery visit.
· Alternatively use the help screens online and on the mobile phones to support pupils who need additional guidance.
· Use discussion as a way of exploring ideas and concepts, and verbalise or write down prompt questions for pupils to consider.
· Pupils working at lower levels may wish to record their ideas using the key words of related images.

· Learners working at higher levels and/or with greater understanding of the topic may wish to write a small  ‘report’, or add more extensive notes to their collection as a response.

Practical tips

· Alongside the information provided about each object collected, further information is often available in the museum and gallery displays. Pupils can extract from this and annotate their collection.
· Although pupils can only ‘collect’ objects that have been tagged as part of the service, they can make sketches, take sound recordings and write annotations of any other item they see along the way during their museum/gallery visit. They may also be able to take pictures but please check with museum/gallery staff as copyright can sometimes prevent this.

· Groups can reconvene for short group sharing time throughout the visit, then swap over and move into a different area of the gallery/tour, or go back and look at those areas in more depth perhaps with a different set of questions (please ensure there are enough supervising adults to be able to divide the group in this way). 

· Remember that anything pupils create can become an online exhibit by adding a picture of it to Myartspace. 

Assessing Pupils’ Progress

All lesson plans, ideas, tours, workshops and teacher events are designed to link to, and add value above and beyond, the national curriculum and QCA schemes of work. You can therefore use the service to assess the different ways in which pupils are reaching expectations and progressing. A few suggestions of how this can be done are provided below.

· There is the obvious assessment opportunity provided by the production of a virtual collection.

· Evidence of any learning can be determined through written website contributions, images and sound chosen by pupils.

· If pupils can reach conclusions, with no adult assistance, then they are beginning to select and combine information from different sources to answer questions about your topic.  They are also showing factual knowledge.

· The discussion points provided and the way that the pupils work together in their groups allows for informal assessment, in a verbal form.

· There are also lots of opportunities to show whether pupils are able to make comparisons (understand change) with different historical or cultural events, people, places, conditions, periods, styles and so on.

· By outcome – discussion and exploration, ideas generated by pupils.

· Written responses/reports or final pieces of artwork, display or folios by pupils that demonstrate what they have learned from their research; or what they have learned about the subject from an object or image.

· Production of a completed gallery ready for publication (formative and summative if part of this work included as homework).

· Encourage pupils to think about and collect different types of sources, and make comments and judgements about their value as a source of information for you observe and assess verbally and in writing.
Part Two

D-Day Questions Answered

This information is taken from the D-Day Museum website, see www.ddaymuseum.co.uk
What does the ‘D’ in D-Day stand for? 
The ‘D’ does not stand for ‘Deliverance’, ‘Doom’, ‘Debarkation’ or similar words. In fact, it doesn’t stand for anything. The ‘D’ is derived from the word ‘Day’. ‘D-Day’ means the day on which a military operation begins. The term ‘D-Day’ has been used for many different operations, but is now generally only used to refer to the Allied landings in Normandy on 6 June 1944. 


Why was the expression ‘D-Day’ used?
When a military operation is being planned, its actual date and time is not always known exactly. The term ‘D-Day’ was therefore used to mean the date on which operations would begin, whenever that was to be. The day before D-Day was known as ‘D-1’, while the day after D-Day was ‘D+1’, and so on. This meant that if the projected date of an operation changed, all the dates in the plan did not also need to be changed. This actually happened in the case of the Normandy Landings. D-Day in Normandy was originally intended to be on 5 June 1944, but at the last minute bad weather delayed it until the following day. The armed forces also used the expression ‘H-Hour’ for the time during the day at which operations were to begin. 


What were Operation Overlord, Operation Neptune and the Battle of Normandy? When did they take place?
The armed forces use codenames to refer to the planning and execution of specific military operations. Operation Overlord was the codename for the Allied invasion of North West Europe. The assault phase of Operation Overlord was known as Operation Neptune. This operation involved landing the troops on the beaches, and all other associated supporting operations required to establish a beachhead in France. Operation Neptune began on D-Day (6 June 1944) and ended on 30 June 1944. By this time, the Allies had established a firm foothold in Normandy. Operation Overlord also began on D-Day, and continued until Allied forces crossed the River Seine on 19 August 1944. The Battle of Normandy is the name given to the fighting in Normandy between D-Day and the end of August 1944.


Which Allied nations took part in the fighting?
The majority of troops who landed on the D-Day beaches were from Great Britain, Canada and the US. However, troops from many other countries participated in D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, in all the different armed services: Australia, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Greece, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and Poland.


How many Allied troops were involved in D-Day?
On D-Day, the Allies landed around 156,000 troops in Normandy. The American forces landings numbered 73,000: 23,250 on Utah Beach, 34,250 on Omaha Beach, and 15,500 airborne troops. In the British and Canadian sector, 83,115 troops were landed (61,715 of them British): 24,970 on Gold Beach, 21,400 on Juno Beach, 28,845 on Sword Beach, and 7900 airborne troops.

There were 11,590 aircraft available to support the landings. On D-Day, Allied aircraft flew 14,674 sorties, and 127 were lost.

In the airborne landings on both flanks of the beaches, 2395 aircraft and 867 gliders of the RAF and USAAF were used on D-Day.

Operation Neptune involved huge naval forces, including 6939 vessels: 1213 naval combat ships, 4126 landing ships and landing craft, 736 ancillary craft and 864 merchant vessels. Some 195,700 personnel were assigned to Operation Neptune: 52,889 US, 112,824 British, and 4988 from other Allied countries.

By the end of 11 June (D + 5), 326,547 troops, 54,186 vehicles and 104,428 tons of supplies had been landed on the beaches.

As well as the troops who landed in Normandy on D-Day, and those in supporting roles at sea and in the air, millions more men and women in the Allied countries were involved in the preparations for D-Day. They played thousands of different roles, both in the armed forces and as civilians.


How many Allied and German casualties were there on D-Day, and in the Battle of Normandy?
The term ‘Casualties’ refers to all losses suffered by the armed forces: killed, wounded, missing in action (meaning that their bodies were not found) and prisoners of war. There is no ‘official’ casualty figure for D-Day. Under the circumstances, accurate record keeping was very difficult. For example, some troops who were listed as missing may actually have landed in the wrong place, and have rejoined their parent unit later. 

In April and May 1944, the Allied air forces lost nearly 12,000 men and over 2,000 aircraft in operations that paved the way for D-Day.

Total Allied casualties on D-Day are estimated at 10,000, including 2500 dead. British casualties on D-Day have been estimated at approximately 2700. The Canadians lost 946 casualties. The US forces lost 6603 men. Note that the casualty figures for smaller units do not always add up to equal these overall figures exactly, however this simply reflects the problems of obtaining accurate casualty statistics.

Casualties on the British beaches were roughly 1000 on Gold Beach and the same number on Sword Beach. The remainder of the British losses were amongst the airborne troops: some 600 were killed or wounded, and 600 more were missing; 100 glider pilots also became casualties. The losses of 3rd Canadian Division at Juno Beach have been given as 340 killed, 574 wounded and 47 taken prisoner.

The breakdown of US casualties was 1465 dead, 3184 wounded, 1928 missing and 26 captured. Of the total US figure, 2499 casualties were from the US airborne troops (238 of them being deaths). The casualties at Utah Beach were relatively light: 197, including 60 missing. However, the US 1st and 29th Divisions together suffered around 2000 casualties at Omaha Beach.

The total German casualties on D-Day are not known, but are estimated as being between 4000 and 9000 men.

Naval losses for June 1944 included 24 warships and 35 merchantmen or auxiliaries sunk, and a further 120 vessels damaged.

Over 425,000 Allied and German troops were killed, wounded or went missing during the Battle of Normandy. This figure includes over 209,000 Allied casualties, with nearly 37,000 dead amongst the ground forces and a further 16,714 deaths amongst the Allied air forces. Of the Allied casualties, 83,045 were from 21st Army Group (British, Canadian and Polish ground forces), 125,847 from the US ground forces. The losses of the German forces during the Battle of Normandy can only be estimated. Roughly 200,000 German troops were killed or wounded. The Allies also captured 200,000 prisoners of war (not included in the 425,000 total, above). During the fighting around the Falaise Pocket (August 1944) alone, the Germans suffered losses of around 90,000, including prisoners. 

Today, twenty-seven war cemeteries hold the remains of over 110,000 dead from both sides: 77,866 German, 9386 American, 17,769 British, 5002 Canadian and 650 Poles.

Between 15,000 and 20,000 French civilians were killed, mainly as a result of Allied bombing. Thousands more fled their homes to escape the fighting.


How can I find out more about D-Day and the Battle of Normandy on the web?
There are many good websites about D-Day and the Battle of Normandy. Here are some that you may find useful: 

· Encyclopaedia Britannica’s Normandy website: http://normandy.eb.com/ 

· A planning game from Schoolshistory.org.uk about the preparations for D-Day: http://www.schoolshistory.org.uk/dday.htm

· The BBC’s website about the Second World War, which includes the stories of several D-Day veterans: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/wwtwo/index.shtml 

For more websites about D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, see our links page on www.ddaymuseum.co.uk.

What are some good books to read about D-Day and the Battle of Normandy?
Hundreds of books have been written about D-Day, and many are very detailed. Here are some general books, all of which are a good starting point if you would like to know more about D-Day and the Battle of Normandy. 

· Stephen Ambrose, D-Day June 6, 1944: The Climactic Battle of World War II 

· Carlo d’Este, Decision in Normandy 

· Max Hastings, Overlord: D-Day and the Battle for Normandy 

· John Keegan, Six Armies in Normandy 

· Robin Neillands, The Battle of Normandy, 1944 

· Cornelius Ryan, The Longest Day: The D-Day Story 

· Warren Tute, D-Day 

Teaching Resources Available for Loan

If you’re interested in borrowing any of these items, please contact the Education Officer using the details below.

D-Day Museum Resource packs

Teacher's Resource Packs are available FREE OF CHARGE to any school booking a visit to the D-Day Museum & Overlord Embroidery. Packs may be borrowed for half a term and can be picked up from The City Museum & Records Office just prior to the beginning of the half-term for which it’s needed. Borrowers will be advised of the dates for collection and return when the pack reservation is confirmed. For schools unable to pick up their packs in person, we offer a postal service. Schools will be invoiced for postage and insurance costs (£7.50) when the pack is dispatched.

Resource pack contents:

KS2 Curriculum Booklet - with ideas for work in the classroom. 
Texts and Documents relative to the Home Front. 
Texts and Documents relating to Portsmouth during WWII. 

Postcard Pack - set of 34 postcards showing each panel of the Embroidery.
Overlord Embroidery Booklet - telling the story of the Embroidery. 
The story of WWII as told on the Overlord Embroidery. 
The D-Day Museum Brochure. 
Preparing for War - a selection of contemporary photographs and ephemera.
Song Sheets - Words to wartime songs. 
Eye-witness accounts - transcripts of oral histories. 
Little Billy Brown of London Town - an evacuation story written c. 1940 
Living in Wartime Britain - pamphlets, newspaper extracts and posters.

Photos of Portsmouth in the Second World War:

Packs of photographs of Portsmouth in the Second World War are available FREE OF CHARGE to any school booking a visit to the D-Day Museum & Overlord Embroidery. As with the resource packs, photos may be borrowed for half a term and can be picked up from The City Museum & Records Office just prior to the beginning of the half-term for which it’s needed. Borrowers will be advised of the dates for collection and return when the pack reservation is confirmed. 

Home Front Loans Boxes:

Each box contains a selection of real objects from the 1940s, illustrating life on the Home Front. These objects can be touched, read, sniffed and tried on! Each box contains complementary documentary material and information about all of the objects included. 

They are available FREE OF CHARGE to all schools for a period of three weeks and  delivered and collected FREE OF CHARGE to all Portsmouth Schools. Other schools will need to make arrangements for collection and delivery.

Please use the Loans Service booking form enclosed.

Home Front Loans Boxes – Contents:

H600 – H607 Home Front resource box containing a helmet, gas-mask*, tin for National Household Machine Skimmed Milk, contemporary food packaging and other items.  Each box is slightly different. Although the facsimile documents are all the same.

Documents (all fascimile):

1. An Evacuee’s Story

2. Food Facts for the Kitchen Front – 9 sheets

3. Food ration book – 4 sheets

4. Clothing ration book – 2 sheets

5. First Aid in Brief

6. Identity card for M Butler

7. Instruction booklet on how to construct an Anderson Shelter

8. Cartoon ‘Don’t dance on it, Winnie…’

9. WVS 1 in 5 Scheme

10. Civil Defence registration card 

11. Extract from a school boys diary, 1940

12. Extract from St Luke’s School logbook, 1939

13. First Aid and Nursing for Gas Casualties

14. Personal Protection Against Gas – 15 sheets

15. How did Portsmouth Prepare for War?

Also available are a series of jackets that can be tried on:

H608 - 1940 pattern British Army Khaki Battle-dress Blouse

H609 - 1940 pattern British Army Khaki Battle-dress Blouse

H610 - 1940 Pattern Blue British Civil Defence and National Fire Service Battle-dress Blouse

H611 - 1940 Pattern Blue British Civil Defence and National Fire Service Battle-dress Blouse

H612 - 1937 pattern Blue British Civil Defence men’s blouse

· The filters in some Second World gas masks contain asbestos, which over the years can break down and become a hazard. The filter of the gas mask in this box has been professionally removed and the entire mask has been cleaned by an asbestos removal specialist. The gas mask is therefore safe to handle, although we would still recommend that it isn’t tried on.

Contact details:

Bryony Kelly

Education Officer

Portsmouth Museums and Records Service

City Museum and Records Office

Museum Road

Portsmouth

PO1 2LJ

Tel: 023 9282 7261

Fax: 023 0287 5276

mailto:bryony.kelly@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk 
Useful websites relating to D-Day and the Second World War

These links are available on the links page of the D-Day Museum website; see www.ddaymuseum.co.uk.


The 60th Anniversary of D-Day, 2004
60th Anniversary Commemorations in Portsmouth 
The Association “Normandy-Memory 60th Anniversary”
Association of Sites and Museums of the Battle of Normandy


 HYPERLINK "http://www.eurosurf.com/ddnfcompetition" \t "_blank" D-Day and Normandy Fellowship’s Schools competition 2004
"Gold Beach 60 Years On" re-enactment
French Ministry of Defence’s D-Day 60 website

General websites about D-Day and the Battle of Normandy
Encyclopaedia Britannica’s Normandy 1944 website
War Chronicle (detailed information on the different beaches)
D-Day on the Web
D-Day
A chronology of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy
BBC History’s D-Day audio archive
D-Day, by Military.com
Saving Private Ryan Online Encyclopedia (The film “Saving Private Ryan” and D-Day)
D-Day by War Times Journal (includes an animated map showing the course of the landings)
D-Day & Normandy Fellowship (association for veterans and everyone interested in D-Day)
Military camps in the UK, before D-Day  
6 June 1944 (a detailed website in French)
How the US media reported D-Day (The Newseum)
D-Day preparations in Hampshire and Dorset (BBC Southampton)
D-Day links page, from City College of New York

For kids! 
(sites about D-Day and the Second World War in general)
D-Day planning game
Life during the Second World War (BBC History)
The Imperial War Museum’s education page
The Home Front: London at War
The Home Front 1939-1945 (by the Public Record Office)
Spartacus Educational (all aspects of the Second World War)


Visiting Normandy Today
Normandy Tourism
Western France Tourist Board
Association of Sites and Museums of the Battle of Normandy
The Battle of Normandy: The Memory (includes information on cemeteries, memorials and museums)
Battlefields of WW2
Normandy Battlefield Tours
Normandy Allies International Experience for students and adults 


Memories of Those Who Were There
Many other sites listed here include memories of those who witnessed D-Day.
BBC History’s D-Day audio archive
The American Experience on D-Day (PBS)
The Wartime Memories Project
The Wartime News: The WWII Newsletter written by the Veterans themselves 
D-Day: Etat des Lieux (in English)


British Land Forces: General
Regiments and Corps of the British Army
Hill 112 memorial (Battle of Normandy)
Combined Operations
Scots at War (including a Commemorative Roll of Honour)
War Chronicle (detailed information on the different beaches)
The British Tanks on D-Day (from the Tank Museum)
Project to Rebuild a Horsa Glider
British Land Forces: Specific Units
7th Armoured Division
8th Armoured Brigade
9th Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, and the attack on the Merville Battery 
Glider Pilots on D-Day, and RAF Tarrant Rushton
The Parachute Regiment
The Royal Artillery during the Second World War
The Glorious Glosters (Gloucestershire Regiment)
7th Battalion, The Loyal Regiment, 92nd (Loyals) LAA Regiment RA
British units in Normandy, by Battlefields of WW2
Essex Yeomanry and D-Day
2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment
Royal Pioneer Corps and D-Day
Glider Pilot Regiment and D-Day
Hallamshire Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment (49th Division)
Battle of Lingevres, 14 June 1944 (50th Division and 8th Independent Armoured Brigade)
Memories of four British Normandy Veterans
British Artillery in World War Two

Canadian Land Forces: General
Veterans Affairs Canada: Normandy
Veterans Affairs Canada: links to other Canadian websites
Canadian Virtual War Memorial – Second World War Memorials in Europe
Aldershot Military Museum’s webpage on the Canadian Army in World War Two
In Desperate Battle: Normandy 1944
Canadians on D-Day – 
War Chronicle (detailed information on the different beaches)
Juno Beach Centre 
Maple Leaf Up: The Canadian Army Overseas, 1939-1945
The Memory Project (Memories of Canadian veterans) 

Canadian Land Forces: Specific Units 
All Tanked Up: The Canadians in Headley during WW2


US Land Forces: General 
US Army official site


 HYPERLINK "http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/reference/normandy/UnitList.htm" \t "_blank" List of US Army units, Normandy
D-Day in the Plymouth Area and the US Army in England
War Chronicle (detailed information on the different beaches)
Robert Capa's photographs of Omaha Beach on D-Day
US Wall of Liberty Memorial, Normandy
Memorial Site to the US Servicemen Killed at Slapton Sands, April 1944
On-Line US Official Histories of World War II
Americandday.org
African Americans in World War II
US Land Forces: Specific Units
Normandy Allies (US D-Day assault units, with links)
Links to US unit associations
US Airborne and Ranger units on D-Day
101st Airborne Division
US 502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment (101st Airborne Division)
506th Parachute Infantry Regiment Association (101st Airborne Division) 
US VII Corps, 1944-1945 (including D-Day and after)
US 746th Tank Battalion, D-Day and after
US 737th Tank Battalion (Battle of Normandy)
US 83rd Infantry Division
US 25th AAA Searchlight Battalion
American Combat Glider Pilots of World War II

French, Polish and other Allied Forces
First Polish Armoured Division (by Veterans Affairs Canada)
The Belgian Piron Brigade in Normandy
Free French forces (website in French)
1st Polish Armoured Division

Naval Forces, including Landing Craft
Royal Navy in the Second World War
British amphibious landings during the Second World War (naval-history.net)
British Merchant Navy
British Merchant Navy at War
US Merchant Marine
US Merchant Marine on D-Day 
US Coast Guard at Normandy
Landing Craft and Landing Ships
US LCT (Landing Craft, Tanks) Flotillas of World War II ETO PTO
Higgins Boat Project (LCVPs – Landing Craft, Vehicle and Personnel) 
Landing Craft LCI(L)489 (Landing Craft, Infantry (Large) 489) on D-Day 
USS LCI (Landing Craft, Infantry) National Association
Landing Craft on D-Day
US LST (Landing Ship, Tanks) Association
LST (Landing Ship, Tanks) Home Page
US LST (Landing Ship, Tanks) Home Port
USS LST (Landing Ship, Tanks) Ship Memorial
Losses to British landing ships and craft in the Second World War
Memorial Site to the US Servicemen Killed at Slapton Sands, April 1944
Landingship.com

The Air War
US Air Power, D-Day and Normandy
Bomber Command RAF
Royal Air Force History website
Fleet Air Arm Archive (FAA) 1939-1945
US Ninth Air Force in the United Kingdom


 HYPERLINK "http://www3.sympatico.ca/angels_eight/index.html" \t "_blank" Angels Eight. Normandy Air War Diary
  


German-occupied Europe
Women of Britain’s Special Operations Executive (SOE)
Vichy-Web (France and the Second World War)


German Forces
The Atlantic Wall (German defences along the Atlantic coast)
German Armed Forces, 1918-1945
German forces in Normandy, 1944
Vehicles and People of the German Tank Forces
The Atlantic Wall in France, 1940-1944
The Axis History Factbook

Casualties and War Graves
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
American Battle Monuments Commission
German War Graves Commission (Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e.V.)
D-Day Ancestors - listing of British and Commonwealth soldiers who died on 6 June 1944


Family History
Research advice from the Imperial War Museum - family history
Research advice from the National Army Museum – family history (choose  ‘Research Info’ option)
For descendants of Second World War soldiers to find their fathers/relatives

Vehicles, Weapons and Equipment
Second World War tanks (by tankhistory.com
Second World War tanks (by onwar.com)
Vehicles, Aircraft and Weapons (by britannica.com)
The Sherman Tank Register
World War II tanks

The Home Front
The Home Front 1939-1945 (by the Public Record Office)
Memories of the home front in Bristol
Put That Light Out: childhood memories of Wartime London, by Patricia Hardy
London at War
The US Home Front (The WWII Internet Museum)


Other Military Museums and Related Institutions
United Kingdom
Imperial War Museum
National Army Museum
Royal Naval Museum
Royal Marines Museum
Royal Air Force Museum
Listing of British Regimental Museums
The Tank Museum
Firepower: The Royal Artillery Museum
Royal Navy Submarine Museum – 
Explosion: The Museum of Naval Firepower
Motor Museums (Listing of Vehicle Museums)
Centre for the History of Defence Electronics (CHiDE)
British Aerial Reconnaissance Archives, Keele University
Europe
Listing of European war museums
France
Memorial de Caen
Museums in Normandy
The Battle of Normandy: The Memory (includes information on museums)
Association of Sites and Museums of the Battle of Normandy
United States
US National D-Day Museum - New Orleans
US National D-Day Memorial Foundation
Dwight D. Eisenhower Library
Museum of World War II, Natick, MA
US Naval Historical Centre
Canada
The Canadian War Museum

Associations and Contacts for Veterans 
Also see websites relating to individual units, above.
Ministry of Defence Government Veterans Agency, including War Pensions
The National Ex-Prisoner of War Association
The Creully Club: The 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards (N.W. Europe 1940-1945) Association
D-Day & Normandy Fellowship (association for veterans and everyone interested in D-Day)
Links to US unit associations
Normandy Allies (includes a list of many associations for US units that served in Normandy) 
Service Pals: Find old comrades

The Second World War: General Information
Paths of Memory (War in Europe 1914-1945)
The BBC’s Second World War website
Timeline of the Second World War
Spartacus Educational (all aspects of the Second World War)
Holocaust Memorial Day 
Links to Second World War history websites
Defence of Britain Project (20th Century Defence Sites in the UK)
Sir Winston Churchill
Maps of the Second World War 
World War II Multimedia Database
World War II, a British focus
Timelines of the World War
International WWII awards and their recipients
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