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VENUE: 



D-Day Museum, Portsmouth

KEY STAGE: 


3

PHASE: 



Museum Visit

SUBJECT: 



History; Citizenship

cross curricula: 

English, ICT

NC/QCA Links: 


see table 

Introduction

· Please ensure your pupils have been registered before the visit

· You will be welcomed by a member of staff from the D-Day Museum, who will show you and your pupils how to use the mobile handsets.

· We recommend that classes work in small groups of 5 or 6 pupils, each exploring a different area of the museum (please ensure there are enough supervising adults to be able to divide the group in this way).

· Pupils can use one handset each, or work in small groups.

· We recommend that the whole class reconvene for a short sharing sessions at least once during the visit. You could do this in the Dulverton Wing. Groups could then swap over and move into a different area of the museum, or go back and look at those areas in more depth or with a different set of questions.

· A Myartspace study area is available at the entrance to the Overlord Embroidery Gallery with computer, displays and other resources, to be used by small groups throughout the visit.

· We recommend the first group waits at least 30 minutes before visiting this study area to ensure some collections from your class have started to develop.

· Pupils must not take photographs of the Overlord Embroidery.

· The handset and website can become a source bank, focused on a particular question - encourage groups to be creative in their collecting, adding descriptions and recording readings of written articles such as letters and diaries into their handset.

· Round off your visit with a plenary before leaving (and return phones).

Key Learning Goals

· Using the Myartspace service and technology to create collections which find out more about:

· The experiences of people who lived through the Second World War

· The story of D-Day

· The Second World War in general, its affects on people at the time and its legacy

· The relative value of different historical sources

· As a result of this work, pupils should be able to:

· Explain the impact of 'total war' on ordinary people 

· Use knowledge and understanding to identify and evaluate sources of information relating to the impact of 'total war' on military and non-military populations 

· Select, organise and use relevant sources of information to produce structured work for an investigation 

· Make links between key features within and across periods 

Key Activities

Select a topic as the basis for inspiring your pupils to collect exhibits. A discussion point is included for each topic, which you can use to stimulate your pupils on site and add value to your visit. Their collections should start to offer some answers to the questions. Pupils are prompted to describe and explain their choices. This can be done via the handsets as they collect, and can be areas for group discussion when groups reconvene with their classmates.

REAL LIVES

1. Discussion point: What was life like during the Second World War? What was it like for people on the Home Front? What was it like for people in the Armed Services? How did people respond to the outbreak of war? Would we respond in the same way?

2. Think about the experiences of the soldiers who fought on D-Day. Collect a variety of objects that highlight their experiences.

3. Think about the experiences of groups of civilians who lived through the Second World War. Collect a variety of objects that you feel illustrate these. Each pupil/group to focus on one group, such as women, children, families, doctors, nurses, ARP Wardens, photographers, etc.  

4. Gather items that illustrate the sacrifice of the people of Portsmouth during the Second World War. You might want your group to visit the D-Day Memorial on Clarence Esplanade. Leave the D-Day Museum, turn right and The memorial is c.300m along the road, in the central reservation, just past South Parade Pier.
5. Gather items which talk about people you have something in common with and describe what that is.

6. Make a collection of objects that relate to wartime experiences that you find inspiring.

THE STORY OF D-DAY

1. Discussion point: What was D-Day, when did it take place and what was its significance? Was it a turning point in the Second World War? Was the success of the D-Day landings in June 1944 down to luck rather than design?
2. Imagine you are a journalist. Collect a group of objects to tell the story of D-Day. Make sure your notes clarify what happened when.

3. The year is 1944 and you have been given the task of planning the liberation of Europe. Collect a group of objects that show how you would go about it. Do you think the Allies did it effectively in 1944?
4. We would recommend that pupils work in groups on this particular task.  Each group could focus on one part of the plan, i.e. collecting objects relating to invasion sites, when the invasion should take place, any deception plans, who should take part, etc. Pupils should record why they are collecting objects/images and how they relate to their task, but also think about how they relate to D-Day itself.

5. Collect a group of objects that show what preparations were made for D-Day.
6. Collect objects that illustrate the obstacles that troops had to face when they arrived in Normandy.

7. Imagine you are a German spy in early 1944. Collect a group of objects so that you can report back to your commander with information about the planned invasion. Think about what information you will need to know in order to provide a counter-attack; where it is planned to take place, when it is planned to take place, how it is planned to take place, who is involved?

HISTORICAL SOURCES

1. Discussion point: Historical sources come in a variety of forms, what are they?  Think about objects in the Museum as a historical source – what can they tell us? How useful are they as a form of historical information?

2. The world has changed a lot since the Second World War. But a surprising number of things we know now already existed then. Collect objects that highlight these similarities and differences.

3. Make a collection of different types of historical sources and think about what each one can tell us about the Second World War. Compare the different sources.

4. Collect objects that raise ethical issues and record your thoughts about these issues when you collect them. What is the issue? Who are the interested parties? What facts must be considered? Look at each object from at least two perspectives.

5. What details can you discover about D-Day from objects in the Museum? Each group to make a collection focusing on one aspect of D-Day-pulling the whole picture together at the end of the session. Where are there any gaps? 

6. Choose one panel from the Overlord Embroidery. This was based on real photographs. Imagine you are going to make the next panel in the sequence. Make a collection of objects to form your ‘real’ evidence on which you will base your panel.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

1. Discussion point: What does the Second World War have in common with other Twentieth Century conflicts? How did it affect so many people? What caused the Second World War? Is war ever justified?

2. What makes a hero? Make a collection of objects that illustrate what the term ‘hero’ means to you. Remember that heroic actions can take place anywhere, not just on the battlefield. E.g. women volunteering.

3. When did the Second World War end? Collect a group of objects that you feel highlight how and why the war ended.

4. Many countries came together to make D-Day happen and to bring the Second World War to a close. Make a collection that shows the involvement of people from a range of countries. This might include portraits, flags, posters and other objects or images.

5. Imagine you are making a television commercial about the Home Front. As part of your research, make a collection of objects that show what wartime conditions in England were like.

6. You have been tasked with creating a memorial to the people of Portsmouth who lost their lives in the Second World War. Collect a group of objects that you would use as iconic images on such a memorial.

NC/QCA Links

	TOPIC
	SUBJECT 
	NC
	QCA

	Real Lives
	Citizenship
	3a
	

	
	English
	EN2 4a, EN1 3a-b, d-e, EN3 1e-f
	

	
	History
	2a, 2c, 4a-b, 5a, 5c, 13
	18.5, 1.3 Hot war, cold war

	
	ICT
	1a, 2a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4d, 5b
	

	
	
	
	

	Story of D-Day
	Citizenship
	2a-c
	9.1, 9.2 Significance of media, 13.1, 13.5 How do we deal with conflict?

	
	English
	EN1 3a-b, d-e, EN2 4a-c, EN3 1e-f, I-j, l-m
	

	
	History
	1, 2c, 2e, 4a-b, 5a, 5c, 7a-b, 7d, 13
	18.1, 18.5, 18.6, Hot war, cold war 

	
	ICT
	1a, 2a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4d, 5b
	

	
	
	
	

	Historical Sources
	Citizenship
	2a-c, 3a
	

	
	English
	EN2 1a-b, EN2 4a-c, EN1 3a-b,d-e, EN3 1e-f
	

	
	History
	1, 2a, 2c, 2e, 3a-b, 4a-b, 5a, 5c, 13
	1.2 What’s it all about?

	
	ICT
	1a, 2a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4d, 5b
	

	
	
	
	

	The Second World War
	Citizenship
	2a-c
	10.2 Debating a global issue

4.6 Britain a diverse society? 

19.2 Assessing progress

13.1, 13.5 How do we deal with conflict?

	
	English
	EN2 4a-c, EN3 1a-b, d-e
	

	
	History
	1, 2a-e, 4a-b, 5a, 5c, 7a-b, 7d, 13
	18.1, 18.2, 18.3, 18.6 Hot war, cold war

	
	ICT
	1a, 2a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4d, 5b
	


Teacher’s Notes

Your visit to the D-Day Museum using the Myartspace service offers self-directed activity supported by flexible lesson plans. If you would like to arrange a pre-visit or have any questions, please contact the Education Officer (contact details below).

· Teaching and learning strategies

· The emphasis for this session is for pupils to become historical ‘detectives’, based on what they pick out from the artefacts and also what they know from their own historical knowledge and understanding.

· Studying arts and historic resources first hand as a stimulus for artistic activity.

· Objects act as visual resources and discussion stimulus.

· Kinaesthetic learners will enjoy interacting with the mobile handsets, as well as the opportunity to respond to something by taking an image.

· Differentiation
· Help screens can support pupils that need additional support.
· Alongside the information provided about each object collected, further information is available in museum displays. Pupils can extract from this and annotate their collection. Further research is also available at the Museum using the Myartspace study area (as mentioned below).
· Although pupils can only ‘collect’ objects that have been tagged as part of the service, they can take photographs, sound recordings and write annotations of any other object in the museum.

· Pupils can work in mixed ability groups.

· Assessment opportunities

· There is the obvious assessment opportunity provided by production of a virtual collection. 

· Written website contributions, images and sound chosen by pupils will provide evidence of their learning.

· If pupils can reach conclusions, with no adult assistance, then they are beginning to select and combine information from different sources to answer questions about the past.  They are also showing factual knowledge.

· The discussion points provided and the way that the pupils work together in their groups allows for informal assessment, in a verbal form.  

· There are also lots of opportunities to show whether pupils are able to make comparisons (understand change) with past events, people, places and conditions.

Contact details:

Bryony Kelly, Education Officer

Portsmouth Museums and Records Service

City Museum and Records Office

Museum Road

Portsmouth

PO1 2LJ

Tel: 023 9282 7261/Fax: 023 0287 5276

mailto:bryony.kelly@portsmouthcc.gov.uk or www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk 
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myartspace.org.uk D-Day Museum and Overlord Embroidery, Clarence Esplanade, Southsea, Hants PO5 3NT
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