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VENUE: 


D-Day Museum, Portsmouth

KEY STAGE: 

3

PHASE:
 

Pre-visit

SUBJECT: 


History, Citizenship

cross curricula: English, ICT

NC/QCA Links: 
see table on page 4

Key Learning Goals

Using the Myartspace service and technology or other techniques to:

· Find out more about why and how collections are created, displayed and used

· Develop understanding of the value of objects as a historical source 

· Identify, select, use and evaluate a range of appropriate sources 

· Use ICT as a method of finding and processing information

· Discover more about the Second World War and D-Day itself

Thereby developing:

· Enquiry, analysis and technical skills

· Interaction and communication skills

· Familiarisation with myartspace and the D-Day Museum

INTRODUCTION

Registering: D-Day Museum will have given you a password and username for www.myartspace.org.uk. Register your class using the year group and a unique name (each class must have a different unique name). Then register each pupil using a different username and password for each child. Remember to make a note of all unique names, usernames and passwords, somewhere safe and secure.

· By following our guidelines the activities will be multi-sensory and can be used inclusively for all levels of ability and types of learning.

· Classes will be encouraged to work in groups of 5 or 6 in the museum; you may want to divide them into these groups for pre-visit activities.

· Support pupils in using all their senses through discussion and activity; including descriptions of not only sights, but also possible about sounds, smells and textures.

· Stimulate groups to be creative in their collecting, with objects, songs, poems, postcards, photographs, stories from relatives, pictures, food packaging etc.

· Suggest pupils choose their own way to collect; for example using boxes, sketchbooks, recordings, multi-media, creative writing and descriptions.

· Encourage pupils to think about and collect different types of historical sources, and make comments and judgements about their value as a source of information.
Key Activities

COLLECTIONS AND DISPLAY

1. Talk about how museums and galleries use differing types of collections and exhibitions to represent specific themes, stories, historical periods, techniques, influencing factors etc. Collecting and displaying is not random, but is ‘curated’ using themes and design to tell a particular story.

2. Think about other people who collect apart from museums. Do any of the students know anyone who has a collection? Do they think that people collect objects relating to military history? Why do people collect? What kinds of objects do they expect to find at the D-Day Museum? In this case, they will be collecting in order to provide information about a certain topic or in order to be able to answer a certain question. Ask them to focus on this topic/ question and think about the objects they may find at the Museum. Pupils could use the Myartspace service to start a collection based on Internet research.
3. Using any group of objects and images, ask pupils to create their own ‘museum display’. Ask them to think about what information they want to portray and whom they expect to see and use their display. This could be done using the Myartspace service. Perhaps focus this on what was happening in Britain and another country in the 1930s.

WORKING WITH OBJECTS AND IMAGES

1. Pupils should consider in small groups why we know about the past. Each group can then share their ideas with the group as a whole.

2. Using any photograph of your local area during the Second World War or artefact relating to the Second World War, ask the pupils to explore this using a detective approach (packs of photographs relating to Portsmouth in the Second World War are available for loan from the City Museum and Records Service – see teacher’s notes for details). You may want to photocopy images so that pupils can scribe their ideas around the image. You can also use the ‘what can objects tell you sheet’ enclosed. Pupils should create a piece of writing about their image. This could be a creative piece, such as the thoughts from someone in the photograph.

3. Pupils should search the Internet or use paper-based resources, as appropriate, to find additional images relating to their artefact.

4. Each group should then explain their findings to the class as a whole. Teachers should draw together the whole class findings and to remind pupils of the strategies they can use when exploring images/artefacts.

5. An extension activity may include encouraging pupils to share a personal object with a small group. Using the ‘what can objects tell you’ sheet, encourage them to fill this in. Then pupils can share stories about these personal objects with each other. Discuss what you can learn from objects and what you gain from knowing their context – the story behind them. Do objects only tell one story?

6. Investigate the work of war artists such as Kiyochika Kobayashi, Paul and John Nash, Muirhead Bone, Wyndham Lewis, LS Lowry, Linda Kitson, John Keane, Cristóvão Canhavato and the Arms into Art projects. How do they portray war and wartime experiences? Consider the role of a war artist – how can their work be used as a historical source?
REAL LIVES

1. Searching the Internet – create a profile for someone, e.g. a Soldier, a Nurse, Air Raid Warden etc. Use the information gathered to produce a narrative description of the wartime experiences of ‘their’ character and display the information in the most appropriate form, such as the Myartspace website. This could be added to with objects collected from the museum on your visit. What wartime experiences do pupils find inspiring?

2. A useful starting point may be to consider what the students understand by Remembrance Day. Discuss the British Legion’s value of “Hope - By remembering the past, a younger generation has the chance of a better future”.  Ask your pupils to think about how we should remember those who have sacrificed their lives for us. They can research existing memorials, perhaps focusing on those in your local area.
3. Get them to demonstrate their understanding of people’s wartime experiences through the writing of a letter, perhaps from a soldier to his wife, from a child to their mother, from one sweetheart to another.
THE SECOND WORLD WAR

1. Explore what your students already know about the Second World War? Where have they learnt this? Perhaps family, books, films. Discuss dates, events, and people’s experiences. Pupils can start a visual collection of what they already know, either on paper or by using the Myartspace service online.

2. Discuss the general causes of wars and ask whether war is ever justified. Ask pupils to work in groups, some to research the origins of the Second World War and some to research a more recent conflict. Groups can then present their findings and comparisons can be drawn between the two sets of information. A map of Europe in 1939 could be compared with a modern one and comparisons could be made with the recent conflict in Iraq. 
3. Students could be asked to research the main events of the Second World War, and to put them in the following categories; world events, European events, British events, local events. Pupils should have a choice about how they present this information, but to make sure that it is in chronological order. They could use the Myartspace service for this.

D-DAY

1. Start with what your pupils already know about D-Day. Where have they learnt this? They might know when it took place, what it was, someone who took part. Pupils can start a visual collection of what they already know, either on paper or using the Myartspace service online.

2. Ask pupils to prepare two cards each, one with a true fact about D-Day and one false fact. Ask different groups to focus on different aspects of D-Day to reduce the risk of them having the same ideas. Play a game of true and false with the whole class – with the proviso that when it is your clue you are not allowed to answer.  By splitting the class into two halves, you could pitch one half against the other.

3. Break pupils into small groups of 3 and 4. Give each group a word relating to D-Day, such as Neptune, Overlord, DUKW (‘Duck’), amphibious and ask them to find out what it means. Then ask them to write this down as well as a false definition. Groups can then play against each other – like ‘Call My Bluff’.

4. Ask pupils to think about the different countries involved in D-Day.  How many were there? Ask them to collate information about a country other than one within Great Britain and research their history from 1935 to the present day. Pupils should include resources that show the country’s relationship with Britain throughout. This work could be done using the Myartspace service.

MYARTSPACE AND THE D-DAY MUSEUM

1. Ask pupils to log in and look at sample galleries and objects. Do they think the examples help with your topic? Does that collection tell a story? Are there any objects they would want to include in their collection?

2. Pupils can start their online collections before the visit. With the help of a digital camera or scanner, pupils can use Myartspace as a space to document and display their findings and add their own work. Sample items are also available for collection at this stage.

3. Discuss with the class another museum or gallery you visited as a group, or that pupils visited outside of school. Can they talk about what the building was like? How they felt when they went inside? What they saw there? What else they remember about it? D-Day Museum has small, large, dark, bright, quiet and loud spaces housing objects, pictures and paintings, and the enormous ‘Overlord Embroidery’.  

4. Referring to our museum visit lesson plan, remind pupils about what sorts of things they need to look for during their visit.

NC/QCA Links

	TOPIC
	SUBJECT
	NC
	QCA

	Collection and display
	History
	3a, 3b, 4a, 4b
	1. What’s it all about?

	
	
	
	

	Working with objects and images
	History


	3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 5a, 5b, 5c, 13
	1. What’s it all about?

	
	Citizenship


	2a-c
	4: Britain – a diverse society?

	
	
	
	

	Real Lives
	History


	4a, 4b, 5a, 5c, 7b, 7c, 7d, 13
	18: Hot war cold war – why did the major twentieth century conflicts affect so many people?

	
	Citizenship


	2a-c, 3a
	4: Britain – a diverse society?

	
	
	
	

	Second World War
	History


	1, 2a-e, 5a-c, 7a-d, 13
	18: Hot war cold war – why did the major twentieth century conflicts affect so many people?

	
	Citizenship


	1i, 2a-c, 3a
	13: How do we deal with Conflict?

11: Why is it so difficult to keep peace in the world today?

	
	
	
	

	D-Day
	History


	1, 2a-e, 5a-c, 7a-d, 13
	18: Hot war cold war – why did the major twentieth century conflicts affect so many people?

	
	Citizenship


	1i, 2a-c, 3a
	13: How do we deal with Conflict?

11: Why is it so difficult to keep peace in the world today?

	
	
	
	

	Myartspace and D-Day Museum
	History


	3a-b, 4a-b
	1. What’s it all about?


Teacher’s Notes

Activities are optional and have been designed to complement your visit to D-Day Museum, as well as familiarise you and your class with the potential of Myartspace. 

We hope you will choose to feed the ideas and Myartspace into an ongoing topic or project. However if your visit to D-Day Museum is a stand-alone activity, using some of the ideas in this lesson plan a week or two before your visit should ensure your pupils are focused and aware of the purpose of their visit. 

If you would like to arrange a pre-visit or have any questions, please contact the Education Officer (contact details below).

Teaching and learning strategies

· Objects and/or visual images act as a stimulus for discussion and historical exploration.

· Discussion as a way of exploring ideas/concepts.

· Pupils can conduct independent and/or guided research to support their historical understanding.

· Research can be carried out in a number of ways, by talking to people, further reading, collection of images, etc.

Differentiation
· Pupils working at lower levels may wish to record their ideas using key words of related images.

· Learners working at higher levels and/or with greater historical understanding may wish to write a small ‘report’ as a response.

· Pupils can work in mixed ability groups.

Assessment opportunities

· By outcome – discussion and exploration, ideas generated by pupils.

· Written responses/reports by pupils – demonstrating what they have learned from their research and/or what they have learned about the subject from an object and image.

· The discussion points provided and the way that the pupils work together in their groups allows for informal assessment, in a verbal form.  

Contact details:

Bryony Kelly, Education Officer

Portsmouth Museums and Records Service

City Museum and Records Office

Museum Road

Portsmouth

PO1 2LJ

Tel: 023 9282 7261/Fax: 023 0287 5276

mailto:bryony.kelly@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk 
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