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VENUE: 


D-Day Museum, Portsmouth

KEY STAGE: 

2, ages 10-11

PHASE: 


Post-visit

SUBJECT AREAS: 
History, Art, Citizenship, English, ICT

NC/QCA Links: 
see table page 4

Key Learning Goals

· How to gather, store, sort, arrange and share information using ICT

· Using objects and images as a stimulus for investigation, art and creative activity

· Creating a school exhibition

· Other cultures and countries in the 20th and 21st centuries

· History and change through WWII

· Sharing, discussing and developing ideas

· Understanding more about other people

· Differences and similarities in art and artists

· How information is interpreted and promoted in many different ways including art and media

· About Portsmouth

And developing:

· Enquiry and analysis skills

· Interaction and communication skills

Introduction

· Activities are optional and have been designed to complement your visit to D-Day museum.

· Ideas are provided to make the most of Myartspace as a space to review, revise and share pupil’s collections in their online gallery. Galleries can be developed by adding more content from the outside world to the items already made available by D-Day museum, and by experimenting with selection, arrangement and design.

· Activities offer opportunities to continue in small groups, and for individual and whole class contributions.

· D-Day museum can help you develop projects with a loan box, or help your class work with and talk to local veterans. Contact the museum to find out more.

Key Activities
YOUR ARTSPACE GALLERY

1. Pupils can edit their collections by deciding which objects best answer their set questions, and eliminating others. They can include items that also help to answer the questions by exploring the Myartspace storeroom, or adding something they’ve drawn, painted, written, made, recorded or photographed themselves.

2. Ask pupils to choose an item they collected at the museum and draw their own version of it. Would they change anything about the item? Why? Pupils can then swap the collected version for their own version if they choose.

3. Talk to children about how many ways they can find to change the look of their gallery. Ask them to experiment with the appearance and arrangement of their collection until they’re happy with it. Then talk to classmates about each other’s gallery and why they’ve designed them the way they have. If Myartspace could do anything, how would they change or improve their designs?

4. Using the pre-visit suggestions and other research, invite pupils to create a contemporary collection about their own life. They can use this to compare their life with someone in the war (a child, someone at work etc). What are the differences and similarities? Pupils can add their own collection to Myartspace and write labels to accompany the items.

WORKING WITH OBJECTS AND IMAGES

1. Create a sculpture, collage, model, painting or drawing around; transport, work, family, home, the media, codes, clothing or maps.

2. How would pupils create new labels for an item in their collection? What else would they say about it? Would their label be in writing, or song, or performance? Who would hear or see it? Friends? Family? Another school? Someone in the local community? What would they need to know about that item? 

3. Collections are housed and exhibited in a multitude of ways. Develop your own class or school collection to show the differences between life around D-Day, and today, in your area. Discuss how this can be displayed. For example in scrapbooks and sketchbooks; decorated or personalised boxes; large scale pinboard which becomes a multi-media collage as more items are added; theme or mood boards; display cabinets; as installation art using the objects as pieces of a sculpture situated in a safe space or suspended from the ceiling. You can devise this project with other cluster schools, or overseas schools to swap information and images about your collections.

4. Look at the work of one or more war artists or war art projects. Talk about the portrayal of landscape, people or machinery and transport. Ask pupils to look closely at colours, shapes, poses, expressions, materials and technologies. Then create a list of words to describe them. Use the list to research other artists whose work holds similar characteristics. Curate a school exhibition which shows common qualities in very different artworks. Pupils can develop this by using some of these techniques and qualities in their own work.

5. The Overlord Embroidery is both a highly technical textile piece, and a carrier of information about a history of war. Compare this with the Bayeux Tapestry. What do these textiles say about the differences in costume, weapons, machinery and life during war? What are the differences in the way the textiles were made? Which are easier to see stories in and why?

CULTURES AND PEOPLE

1. People feature strongly in the D-Day museum’s story. Ask pupils to imagine a character, and based on their understanding of WWII, write, draw, record or perform as much detail about that person and their life, hobbies, family, work etc as they can. Discuss how that character would feel each day.

2. Develop a project looking at another culture or country. What was happening in Africa, South America, India or China in the 1930s or 40s? Was life there linked to WWII? How and why/why not? What objects could children there have collected to tell stories about events, homes, work, food, play in those countries? Are any of them available to collect in Britain now? How are the lives of people from those countries different now? Have any of these countries changed shape, moved borders or seen population size changes? Discuss how war impacts on changing the size and shapes of countries.

3. Discuss what life in Britain was like when WWII ended. Did things go back to normal? What about food rationing? The effects of oil and metal shortages? What do pupils take for granted – what would they miss if they’d been 10 years old in 1945? 

MEDIA AND INFORMATION

1. Discuss how pupils have made their collections and found out about objects and images. What types of tools and media did they use to research, store and arrange information? Discuss whether it is easier to gather information now than 50 or more years ago. Investigate what methods people used to use to gather and share information in the 1930s and 1940s; and what the differences and similarities are between now and then.

2. Ask pupils to create a newspaper using objects they have collected, working in small groups. This could be for contemporary objects and today’s world, or life in WWII. D-Day Museum can arrange for a local veteran to work with you in school, being interviewed and talking about their lives then and now. Encourage pupils to interview other people and explore their locality for other clues (for example hold an investigation walk exploring monuments, buildings, public art, architecture, plaques, landmarks, local industry etc).

NA/QCA Links

	TOPIC
	SUBJECT
	NC
	QCA

	YOUR ARTSPACE GALLERY
	History
	4a; 4b; 5a; 5c; 7; 8a; 8b; 11b
	Unit 9; What was it like for children in the second world war?

	
	Art
	1a; 1b; 1c; 2b;2c; 3a; 3b; 4a; 5c
	9gen: Visiting a museum, gallery or site

	
	Citizenship
	1a; 1c; 4a; 5c
	11: In the media – what’s the news?

	
	ICT
	1a; 1b; 2a; 3a; 3b; 4a; 4c; 5a; 5b; 5c
	6a: Multi-media presentation

6d: Using the Internet…

	
	English
	EN1: 1a; 1c; 1e; 2b; 2e; 3a; 10a; 10c

	
	
	
	

	WORKING WITH OBJECTS AND IMAGES
	History
	1a; 1b; 2a; 2b; 4b; 5a; 5b; 5c; 6; 7; 8a; 8b; 11b
	13: How has Britain changed since 1948?

18: What was it like to live here in the past?

	
	Art
	1a; 1b; 1c; 2a; 2b; 2c; 3a; 3b; 4; 4b; 4c; 5a; 5b; 5c; 5d
	5a: Objects and meanings

5b: Containers

5c: Talking textiles

6a: People in action

6c: A sense of place

9gen: Visiting a museum, gallery or site

	
	Citizenship
	4a; 4f
	01: Taking part…

05: Living in a diverse world

	
	ICT
	1a; 1b; 3a; 3b; 5a; 5b
	

	
	English
	EN1: 1a; 1c; 1e; 2a; 2b; 2c; 2d; 2e; 3a; 3b; 3c; 3d; 6a; 8b; 9c;10a; 10c; 11a; 11b

EN2: All points in 1-12.

	
	
	
	

	CULTURES AND PEOPLE
	History
	1a; 1b; 2a; 2b; 2d; 3; 4a; 4b; 5a; 5b; 5c; 6; 8a; 8b; 11b
	Unit 9; What was it like for children in the second world war?

13: How has Britain changed since 1948?

18: What was it like to live here in the past?

	
	Art
	1a; 1b; 2c; 5a
	6a: People in action

6b: What a performance

9gen: Visiting a museum, gallery or site

	
	Citizenship
	2a; 2e; 4b; 4e; 4f
	05: Living in a diverse world

11: In the media – what’s the news?

	
	ICT
	1a; 1b; 3a; 3b; 5a; 5b
	

	
	English
	EN1: 1a; 1c; 1e; 2a; 2b; 2c; 2d; 2e; 3a; 3b; 3c; 3d; 6a; 8b; 9c;10a; 10c; 11a; 11b

EN2: All points in 1-12.


	TOPIC
	SUBJECT
	NC
	QCA

	MEDIA AND INFORMATION
	History
	1a; 2a; 2c; 4a; 4b; 5a; 5b; 5c; 6; 7; 8a; 8b; 11b
	13: How has Britain changed since 1948?

18: What was it like to live here in the past?

	
	Art
	1a; 1c; 2a; 2c; 5a; 5b; 5c
	

	
	Citizenship
	1a; 2a; 2e; 2k; 4b; 5c; 5e
	11: In the media – what’s the news?

	
	ICT
	1a; 1b; 2a; 3a; 3b; 4a; 4b; 4c; 5a; 5b
	6a: Multi-media presentation

6d: Using the Internet…

	
	English
	EN1: 1a; 1c; 1e; 2a; 2b; 2c; 2d; 2e; 3a; 3b; 3c; 3d; 6a; 8b; 9c;10a; 10c; 11a; 11b

EN2: All points in 1-12.


Teachers Notes

Activities are optional and have been designed to complement your visit to D-Day museum.

Ideas are provided to help you make the most of Myartspace as a place to review, revise and share pupil’s collections in their online gallery. Galleries can be developed by adding more content from the outside world to the items already made available by D-Day museum, and by experimenting with selection, arrangement and design.

If you have any questions, please contact the Education Officer (contact details below).

Teaching and learning strategies

· Objects and/or visual images act as a stimulus for discussion and historical exploration.

· Discussion as a way of exploring ideas/concepts (in role).

· Pupils can conduct independent and/or guided research to support their historical understanding.

· Research can be carried out in a number of ways, by talking to people, further reading, collection of images, etc.

· Kinaesthetic – computer work/pupils moving around classroom reading other pupil’s work.

Differentiation
· Pupils working at lower levels may wish to record their ideas using key words or related images.

· Learners working at higher levels and/or with greater historical understanding may wish to write extensive notes alongside their collection.

· Pupils can work in mixed ability groups.

· Prompt questions may be verbalised and/or presented in writing for pupils to consider.

Assessment opportunities

· By outcome – discussion and exploration, ideas generated by pupils.

· Written responses/reports by pupils – demonstrating what they have learned from their research and/or what they have learned about the subject from objects/images.

· The discussion points provided and the way that the pupils work together in their groups allows for informal assessment, in a verbal form.  

· Production of a completed gallery ready for publication (formative and summative if part of this work included as homework).

Contact details:

Bryony Kelly, Education Officer

Portsmouth Museums and Records Service

City Museum and Records Office

Museum Road

Portsmouth

PO1 2LJ

Tel: 023 9282 7261 / Fax: 023 0287 5276

mailto:bryony.kelly@portsmouthcc.gov.uk    www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk 
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